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Teneia Sanders-Eichelberger, (top) , Sonny Burgess and the Legendary Pacers (bottom left) and
Rorey Carroll (bottom right) play Thursday at the Thacker Mountain Radio Film Festival Show at
The Lyric. Though this was not the first event of the festival, it kicked off the weekend’s non-stop
rotation of film viewings.

The Mississippi House of Representatives passed HB 638 last
week, allowing the state to continue carrying out the death penalty despite a national shortage of
approved lethal-injection drugs.
The bill allows for firing squads,
hangings and electrocutions,
among other execution methods,
for Mississippi inmates.
State Rep. Andy Gipson chairs
the House committee to which
HB 638 was assigned earlier this
month. He said he supports the
bill as retaliation against legislation involving execution drugs,
which he said crossed the line.
“It may well be an unfortunate
step backwards, but it is a step
made necessary by the array of
litigation designed to improperly eliminate the death penalty by
court action,” Gipson said.
There are 47 convicted murderers awaiting execution on Mississippi’s death row.
On Feb. 8, the Mississippi
House voted 74-43 to pass the
bill, mostly along party lines.
This means the state will legally

SEE DEATH PENALTY PAGE 5

University updates drone no-fly policy

LANA FERGUSON

thedmmanaging@gmail.com

Drones — or unmanned aircraft systems, as the Federal
Aviation Administration refers
to them — have been used in
the military for years, and, more
recently, their civilian cousins
have been gaining popularity.
Not many of those drones will
be flying on campus, though.
The university administration
recently signed a policy prohibiting the recreational flying of
drones on campus due to the
close proximity to the airport.
Emergency management coordinator Barbara Russo drafted the initial policy. After the
first draft was complete, the
project turned into a collaborative effort among response
team members who received
input from media relations and
the Meek School of Journalism
and New Media.
The policy went before an
administrative council for final
approval at the end of January,

according to Russo.
The Daily Mississippian has
reached out to and is continuing to work with the university
to obtain a final copy of the policy.
“This is us formally going on
record saying, ‘No drones on
campus,’” Russo said. “Drones
have come down significantly
in price, and we know there
are a lot out there. With the
spring coming up, we just
want everybody to be aware
that we’re not allowing drones
on campus.”
The exception to the nodrone rule includes licensed
pilots, who have been approved
to fly the drones for educational
use or as a staff photographer.
Right now, there are only two
flyers.
Robert Jordan, director of
communications photography,
and Ji Hoon Heo, multimedia
instructor at the Meek School
of Journalism and New Media,
are the only approved persons
to be flying drones on campus.
To fly a drone for work or

business, federal guidelines
require the pilot to be at least
16 years of age, pass the initial
aeronautical knowledge test
and a background check by the
Transportation Safety Administration.
Both men passed their testing and received licenses in October.

Jordan said the exam covers
more than just how to operate
a drone and is essentially the
same exam a pilot would take
without sections on fueling or
loading the aircraft sort of questions.
“You have to make a 70

SEE DRONES PAGE 5
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Two Spanish words every American should know

FRANCISCO HERNANDEZ
thedmopinion@gmail.com

Now that we are in the middle
of award season, I wonder
what the Spanish words of the
moment are. For many, one of
them is “el miedo,” or fear.
“El miedo” is resonating
loudly
in
circles
of
undocumented, and even
documented,
immigrants

from many Spanish-speaking
countries. The equivalent word
in Arabic, Korean or Hindu, to
give some examples, is just as
present.
Their fear is a very real one.
A fear not only of deportations
to countries where sometimes
food, shelter or safety are not
guaranteed, but also a fear of
violent and discriminatory
arrests, the horror of being
separated from one’s own
children, who often are U.S.born and, thus, citizens of this
country–these are fears that
seem unfathomable for most of
us.
After hundreds of arrests
and deportation proceedings
all over the country in just a
few weeks, many unauthorized
workers are now avoiding some
of their most common activities.
Opening the door at home,

EDITORIAL STAFF:
LANA FERGUSON
CLARA TURNAGE
editor-in-chief

dmeditor@gmail.com

managing editor

dmmanaging@gmail.com

thedmnews@gmail.com

MCKENNA WIERMAN
ZOE MCDONALD
lifestyles editors

SLADE RAND
BRIANA FLOREZ
assistant news editors

DEVNA BOSE
assistant features editor

LYNDY BERRYHILL
news editor

thedmnews@gmail.com

PATRICK WATERS
opinion editor

thedmopinion@gmail.com

ARIEL COBBERT
CAMERON BROOKS
photography editors

thedmphotos@gmail.com

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

BRIAN SCOTT RIPPEE
sports editor

driving or even taking their
children to school have become
difficult tasks because of the
potential risk of arrest and
deportation. This situation is
causing them to lose their most
essential rights to dignity and
security.
Even Amnesty International
USA, the American branch of
one of the most respected nongovernmental
organizations
dedicated to protect human
rights worldwide, has already
acknowledged that the recent
upsurge
in
immigration
enforcement “raises grave
human rights concerns.”
To be fair, many of the
unauthorized migrants now
placed under deportation
proceedings fall under the same
category as they did under
previous
administrations.
Convicted felons who can
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was considered a “criminal” for
being caught working without
legal authorization back in
2008.
Since that year, Guadalupe
had
been
checking
in
periodically with immigration
authorities, who did not
consider her a “threat” until last
week.
As alarming as this “miedo,”
or fear, can be, there is
another word in Spanish that
represents the greatest hope for
immigrants at this time. The
word is “orgullo,” or pride in
their heritage, and it will not be
silenced with executive orders.
Rolling the “r” is optional but
highly recommended.
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present a threat to public safety
are being deported, as they were
under President Obama.
But deportation enforcement
was greatly expanded with an
executive order Jan. 25 that
included anybody “suspected
of committing criminal acts
or being dishonest with
immigration officials.”
Many immigration lawyers
are expressing their concern
over that definition, which
leaves too much power in the
hands of potentially arbitrary
immigration agents.
The case of Guadalupe
García shows the harm of this
enforcement upsurge, and
her story could frighten every
immigrant community in this
country.
She was recently deported
to Mexico, leaving her children
behind in Arizona, after she
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The two views of President Trump’s performance

PATRICK WATERS

thedmopinion@gmail.com

If you ask anyone in the
Washington, D.C., Beltway
about
Donald
Trump’s
performance as president
so far, the likely answer
is an unhesitant rejection
of the way he operates his
administration.
After the resignation of
National Security Advisor
Michael Flynn (after less
than a month on the job),
the
withdrawal
of
the
nomination of Andrew Puzder
for secretary of labor and
new leaks or controversies
coming up almost every day,
those in close proximity to
our country’s political capital
have no clue about how to
operate in the midst of such
commotion.
Even
Senate
Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell
(R-KY) said the president’s
approval ratings would be
“10 to 15 points higher if he
allowed himself to stay on
message,” in an interview with
The Weekly Standard.
There is little doubt that

the Trump administration
is truly unlike any other. An
organization’s culture starts at
the top, and President Trump
has set a tone in which his
administration prides itself
on disorganization and quick
shifts in messaging (similar
to the way his campaign
operated).
Washington,
D.C.,
is
horrified. It is the complete
opposite of the Obama
administration, which often
worked itself into a frenzy
trying to manage the media
and diffuse negative situations
before they arose.
This is just my thinking,
but I presume if 500 people
who work on Capitol Hill
were polled, President Trump
would not have an approval

rating above 25 percent.
However, the cable talk
show hosts and White House
correspondents who share in
this mutual dislike of the new
administration are making the
same mistake they did during
the election: They can not
remove themselves from the
echo chamber in which they
are trapped.
There is no doubt that the
disruption President Trump
has caused has negative
effects. However, there are
millions of Americans who
are probably welcoming the
somewhat-organized chaos.
The “forgotten men and
women” that the president so
often speaks of might be in
excitement about the attitude
of President Trump.

It is not suave or calm (like
previous presidents). Instead,
it is loud, large and messy.
These
citizens,
these
“forgotten men and women,”
live very different lives from
those in Washington, D.C.,
and coastal enclaves across
the country.
They are difficult and
often chaotic. What they
saw in President Trump as a
candidate was change and an
attitude that is refreshing to
them.
With Mr. Trump, there were
no frills, and that attracted

voters, as they rewarded
him by voting him into the
presidency.
Regardless of what people
think about his performance
or the way he handles a crisis,
they should not underestimate
the power of the way President
Trump handles himself. It
might be unwise politically,
but there are millions of
Americans who are viewing it
with a sense of relief.
Patrick Waters is a
sophomore accounting major
from St. Louis.
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Campus police say phone,
email scams target students
ASHLEY THUSIUS

thedmnews@gmail.com

University Police Department is urging students to
be wary of scammers asking
for personal information.
UPD has an ongoing investigation involving students who have received
phone calls from a person
claiming to be from the FBI.
The caller reportedly threatens students with an active
warrant for their arrest and
tells them it can be paid off
through credit card, debit
card or gift card information.
UPD Police Chief Tim
Potts said the calls began
last week. There have been
two official reports, Potts
said, but officials are aware
of other cases where students who have received
calls have not contacted the
department.
The university has sent
10 emails since December
2016 warning students of
scams, including two since
the spring semester began.

Potts said he knows one
student who has lost funds
due to the scam, but he
wants even the students
who have avoided the scam
to report it.
“Even if people have not
experienced a financial loss
through this, just call to let
us know so we can document it,” Potts said. “It will
protect them in the future–
should anything happen,
they can at least verify that
they did in fact call the police department, and it will
be recorded.”
Students are urged to not
provide any personal information if they receive a
suspicious call, whether the
person claims to be from a
federal agency or from law
enforcement. UPD says they
should disconnect and immediately inform campus
police at 662-915-4911.
Potts said this is not the
first time this type of scam
has occurred at Ole Miss.
When a university detects
this problem, Potts said the
department notifies other

schools to see if it has happened to them as well.
Potts said it is difficult to
track these scam calls because the numbers are often
fake or routed through different cities.
“We are pretty sure it’s
an organized group that’s
doing something like this,”
Potts said. “It’s not people
that are always familiar with
your area, so they may, in
the conversation, say something that sounds odd.”
Potts said people behind
these scams often find students’ numbers through
sources like mailing lists or
directories. Contact information can also be available
for purchase on the internet.
“I would just emphasize if
people get this kind of caller, the person is giving them
incorrect
information,”
Potts said. “If it doesn’t
seem right, then trust your
instincts and disconnect the
call.”

SEJC

NEWS

Journalism conference at Ole Miss

More than 300 students and
advisers from seven Southeastern states are on campus for
the 31st journalism conference,
hosted this year by the University of Mississippi, this weekend.
Speakers and panelists lined

up for the event will span the
journalism career spectrum
with broadcast, print, digital
and social media specialists
ranging from The New York
Times and ESPN to the Associated Press and Google.

SEE THE FULL STORY AT THEDMONLINE.COM

RebelTHON dance
returns for 5th year

FILE PHOTO

SEE THE FULL STORY AT THEDMONLINE.COM
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DRONES

continued from page 1

Jay Hughes 				

DEATH PENALTY

continued from page 1
be allowed to carry out the
death penalty by any form
of execution used in the
state’s past.
Jay Hughes, Democratic state representative and
Oxford local, said he voted against HB 638 and will
continue to do so. Hughes
recently began the second
session of his first term in
office.
“The perception of the
rest of the country is that
we are backwards. [That] is
not helped by passing laws
to return to archaic methods of human execution,”
Hughes said.
A spokesman for Republican Gov. Phil Bryant said
the governor “generally favors the efficient administration of the death penalty
in Mississippi.”
Gipson said the bill is
fighting back against a lawsuit filed by Mississippi attorney Jim Craig on behalf
of three inmates arguing the
state cannot execute them
because of a change in the
drugs they plan to use.
Craig represents Mississippi inmates Richard Jordan, Charles Ray Crawford

Andy Gipson

and Ricky Chase. He is arguing against the state’s use
of the drug midazolam as a
sedative on the grounds that
it does not meet Mississippi law’s specification for an
“ultra-short-acting barbiturate.”
“The author of HB 638,
Rep. Robert Foster, drafted
this bill based upon his own
research,” Gipson said.
Gipson is a 40-year-old
Republican
representing
Mississippi House District
77, where he serves as a pastor at Gum Springs Baptist
Church in Braxton, which
has a population of 181. In
2010, he received a certificate of appreciation from
the national pro-life organization Americans United
for Life.
“Yes, I believe in the
sanctity of all human life,”
Gipson said. “That is exactly why those who murder
people should be held to
account for the taking of innocent human life.”
Hughes said he suspects Gipson is blaming
a group of people around
the country who have sued
other states to require that
they be transparent in their
executions.
“While I believe in a separation of church and state

PHOTOS COURTESY: BILLSTATUS.LS.STATE.MS.US

that has been recognized
by the U.S. Supreme Court
for over 200 years, Rep.
Gipson is of a different
opinion,” Hughes said.
Gipson is a religious
man, and Mississippi is a
religious state. A 2017 Pew
Research study named Mississippi the country’s most
religious state. The study
reported 83 percent of Mississippians are Christian.
Hughes said he was
familiar with the complications of prisons acquiring
the necessary drugs for lethal injection before he was
elected. The issue has been
in the news for years as
pharmaceutical companies
have tried to remain anonymous in their involvement
with executions.
The next debate over HB
638 will take place in the
Mississippi Senate. Gipson said he will see if the
Senate passes the bill, but it
has not faced much opposition at all.
“I have given up trying to
predict what kind of bills
regarding guns, execution
or gay marriage come out
of various committees in
the House, particularly,”
Hughes said. “It is impossible.”

or better to receive a passing
grade,” Jordan said. “It covers everything from rules concerning aerials systems operations to understanding runway
markings, radio phraseology …
It covers everything.”
He said when civilian drones
were first starting to become
popular, the FAA was scrambling to figure out how to regulate them. Originally, the only
requirements included a pilot’s
license and a 333 exemption
from the FAA, but people were
finding loopholes like obtaining
hot air balloon licenses.
About a year ago, this new
way of becoming licensed came
about.
For the testing, Jordan said
test-takers are given two hours,
a No. 2 pencil, two blank sheets
of paper and a protractor.
“I was grateful to get through
with only a couple question
missed,” Jordan laughed. “That
brought a big sigh of relief, let
me tell you. It was like being in
college all over again.”
Jordan said the communications office uses its UAS intermittently, sometimes using it
several times a week and sometimes going several weeks without using it at all.
“It’s another tool in the tool
kit to allow me to make photos of Ole Miss,” Jordan said.
“Sometimes it’s the best tool
for the job, but it’s like anything
else – you can kind of overdo it.
I use it sparingly when it’s the
best option.”
Jordan said technology can
be used for good or for ill, and

when the technology is used in a
bad way, it makes it more difficult for others to utilize it.
“There’s so much potential
for something bad to happen
that I’d encourage people to go
by the policy and adhere to that
and not be one of the folks that
makes a bad impression or bad
reputation for (unmanned aircraft systems),” Jordan said.
Heo said the use of drones,
especially on the Ole Miss campus, is very new, so the Meek
School has only used the drone
on one project so far, and that
was during a Study USA class in
New Orleans.
The class used the drone to
take pictures from 200 feet off
the ground, showing images
of environmental issues, like
dredging from swamps. Heo
said a photo taken with a standard camera at ground level
would not have been able to
show the same image or have
the same effect.
Heo also uses the drone to
teach journalism innovation,
making sure to emphasize the
laws and ethics of using drones
for journalism.
“Yes, it’s cool, and it’s a really awesome tool for journalists,
but how you use it is important,” Heo said. “You don’t want
to just use it because it’s cool;
you want to use it because it’s
innovative and adds depth to a
story. We’re trying to use it with
a journalistic and ethical mind.”
The use of recreational drones
isn’t completely banned in Oxford. The FAA has a free phone
application, B4UFLY, that can
tell the user whether the location he or she is in, or plans to
go to, is a cleared area to fly recreational drones.

Monday., Feb. 20
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The Oxford Film Festival added three new categories for films this year – LGBTQ, New Media and Music Documentary.

LGTBQ

After the religious freedom bill in Mississippi, the
Oxford Film Festival board and staff took a stand
against HB 1523 publicly. Some of its monthly programming included films with LGBTQ themes, but festival director Melanie Addington wanted to do more to have a diverse range of voices heard
during the festival. Meanwhile, the board received backlash online
for taking a stand against the bill. This prompted Addington to add
an LGBTQ category to the film festival. 2017 will be the second year
pride is celebrated in Oxford, so it’s only fitting a category devoted to
the LGBTQ community will make its debut at the festival. A number
of the films in the category are also premiering in Oxford regionally
and worldwide. There is also a special screening of “Small Town Gay
Bar” and a corresponding panel Friday evening.
Films from this category will screen at 11 a.m. Friday at Malco Commons, starting at noon Saturday at Malco Commons and at 12:45
p.m. Sunday at Malco.
Juried films in this category: “A Doll’s Eyes,” “All Are Welcome Here,”
“Breakfast,” “Chance,” “Dawn,” “Friday the 14th,” “Horizon,” “How
Love Won: The Fight for Marriage Equality,” “My Big Fat Lesbian Bat
Mitzvah,” “Swirl,” “The Happys,” “The Yoga Bridge,” “Woman on Fire”
and “You Deserve Everything.”

DEVNA BOSE

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

Media encapsulates
New Media New
two growing trends in

the world of filmmaking: virtual reality and
episodic content. There are 10 virtual reality
films screening at the Powerhouse. Virtual
reality makes the film experience immersive,
and one in particular, “Escape From Calypso
Island,” actually lets the viewer participate in a
chase. There are six films in the juried New Media competition from places like Japan, Canada and, of course, Mississippi. Their subjects
range from feminism to the marijuana industry, to self-imposed surveillance and to Paco, a
boy who just “wants you to bounce on his lap.”
The New Media block plays at 11 a.m. Friday
at the Powerhouse and at 5:30 p.m. at Malco
Commons.
Juried films in this category: “East Coast Grow,”
“Gunner Jackson,” “My Mechanical Friend,”
“Paco,” “Petrol,” “The Other Kids” and “Welcome to the Theater Company.”

ZOE MCDONALD

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

Music Documentary

Oxford is situated in the Mississippi Hill
Country – a place whose musical style has
earned worldwide acclaim and interest. Drive west of Oxford, and you’ll end up in
the Mississippi Delta – the birthplace of the blues and the namesake of the “Delta
blues,” a style created by Mississippian Robert Johnson, that started it all. That being
said, in some way, all of the Music Documentary entries have some kind of tie to
Oxford, whether it’s a musician who performed here or one who recorded famous
songs with Fat Possum records, located right down the road from the Square on
North Lamar. After receiving too many music documentaries to consider for other
categories, Addington decided to devote an entire category to music. That has led to
a screening of “The Arkansas Wild Man” and a corresponding performance at Proud
Larry’s by the subject of the documentary, Sonny Burgess, and his band, Sonny
Burgess and The Pacers. It’s the band’s first performance in Oxford since the 1940s,
according the Addington. While a handful of the festival’s music documentaries feature blues music, “Stronger than Bullets” focuses on the rise of a music scene amid
the 2011 revolution in Libya.
The Music Documentaries show at 11:15 a.m. Saturday at Malco Commons. The
winner will screen with the winning music video at 12:30 p.m. Sunday at Malco
Commons.
Juried films in this category: “Acoustic Ninja,” “The Arkansas Wild Man,” “Shake Em
On Down,” “Stronger Than Bullets” and “Two Trains Runnin.”

Free at the festival

Oxford Film Festival is taking extra
steps to ensure a weekend of affordable, accessible arts for everyone by offering various free
events and screenings throughout the festival.
There will be 300 free tickets available for the
screening of “Chasing Amy,” a film festival first.
“The reason was that it’s being held on campus, so
[students] don’t have to worry about if they don’t
have transportation,” Melanie Addington, festival
director, said. “Anybody can have access. It’s free,
and they don’t have to find transportation.”
Oxford Film Festival will be partnering with the
University of Mississippi for the first time in many

years, according to Addington, and the sponsorship allows for numerous film festival events to
be held on the Ole Miss campus, making it easy
for students to attend the film festival.
“This new chancellor is really great at promoting
the arts,” Addington said. “I was really appreciative of Chancellor Vitter doing this. Because they
helped support it, we were basically able to use
all that money to pay for the tickets
that would be spent.”
Student discounts for tickets are
available on the Oxford Film Festival
website, but there are free events for

The spirit

students and community members every day.
“If a student really has no money, there’s something they can do at the festival,” she said.
Among other free film festival events are the
Community Film Block including “FireMax” at
6:30 p.m. Feb. 15 and 11 a.m. Feb. 17 at the
Powerhouse, Virtual Reality films Feb. 15 through
Feb. 19 at the Powerhouse, Documentary Short
encores at 3:45 p.m. Feb. 17 at Newk’s
Community Room, “Midnight Express”
at 6 p.m. Feb. 17 at Newk’s Community
Room, Experimental Block encore at 3:30
p.m. Feb. 18 at Newk’s Community Room,

“Beyond the Rocks” at 3 p.m. Feb. 18
at The Library and “Gun Crazy” at 3
p.m. Feb. 19 at The Library.
There will also be various free panels
and workshops, including an acting workshop at
11 a.m. Feb. 17 and a Seed and Spark panel at
noon Feb. 17 at Malco Commons, female filmmaker coffee hour at 1:30 p.m. Feb. 17 at Newk’s
Conference Room, Chasing Amy live table read
with Theatre Oxford at 1 p.m. Feb. 18 at Newk’s
Conference Room, an animation panel at 10 a.m.
Feb. 19 at Malco and an LGBTQ panel at 2:30 p.m.
Feb. 19 at Malco Commons.
More information on free events and discounted
tickets can be found on the Oxford Film Festival
website.

of the Hoka

The “Spirit of the Hoka” has been awarded
every year of the festival since its inception
in 2003.

Local sculptor Bill Beckwith created the
“Spirit of the Hoka” award for Oxford
Film Festival.

The Hoka Theater, created by Ron Shapiro
in the 1970s, was one of the first (and most
beloved) outlets for independent films
and performances in Oxford. It closed in
the 1990s but was immortalized by the
documentary “Sorry, We’re Open.” The
theater was named after Princess Hoka,
a Chickasaw woman who is legendary
for having deeded much of Mississippi,
including Oxford, to white settlers.

The “Spirit of the Hoka” is awarded to
films in the narrative feature, narrative
short, animation, experimental,
Mississippi narrative, documentary
and music video categories.

COURTESY: OXFORD FILM FEST

FILM FEST
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Virtual

reality

A new media experience in immersive entertainment

GRAPHIC BY: MARISA MORRISSETTE

LEXI PURVIS

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

The annual Oxford Film
Festival is giving participants the chance to take a
look into the future with the
festival’s virtual reality experience at the Powerhouse.
Virtual reality is a form
of new media, and it used
to seem like technology one
might only see in a sci-fi
movie. For the week of the
festival, it can be found for
free in Oxford.
“New Media and Experimental are still different
categories currently, but
a lot of people are sort of
falling into both of those
fields,” Melanie Addington,
the film festival’s executive
director, said. “Experimental used to be very traditional, like you manipulate

actual film. But the world
of filmmaking has changed
beyond that, and so a lot of
experimental
filmmakers
moved more into New Media, which is sort of ‘how
to present a story outside
of your traditional, this-ishow-to-tell-a-narrative story.’ So, it’s a lot of different
things.”
Nathaniel Pinzon and
Kim Voynar work for a tech
company known as Wondertek Labs out of Seattle
that specializes in virtual
reality. Voynar has been
working with the film festival for around nine years
and was able to help bring
virtual reality to Oxford.
“The industry was small for
a long time, but now there’s a
huge demand for virtual reality” Pinzon said. “We’re lucky
enough to be the most experienced at the time.”

Users can watch 10 different virtual reality films,
which are all around the
length of five or six minutes.
That doesn’t seem like long,
but so much can happen in
those five minutes.
The film “Escape From
Calypso Island” features
an Indiana Jones-like experience, placing users in
the back of a moving truck
as the protagonists fend
off “bad guys,”all with the
help of Dwayne “The Rock”
Johnson. The 360-degree
setting results with the user
feeling surrounded with
people and sounds coming
from every direction. It only
takes about one minute to
forget you’re sitting in the
Powerhouse and not actually on an island with Dwayne
“The Rock” Johnson. Vanessa Brasher, the Powerhouse’s venue manager,

made sure to experience the
virtual reality for herself.
“Some of the films are
so immersive it feels like
you’re moving in your seat,”
Brasher said.
Walking into the Powerhouse, people are lined up
in chairs wearing goggles,
twisting and turning in
their seats trying to capture
the entire film. Even watching people experience virtual reality is an experience
in itself. It’s as if they’re
witnessing a completely different world from the one in
which they’re seated.
Aussie Warren, a volunteer for the virtual reality
exhibit, also works in Ole
Miss’ virtual reality lab and
is able to help share the
captivating experience with
various audiences.
“Virtual reality this advanced is something I’ve

dreamed of since I was a
kid,” Warren said.
Virtual reality has become
both more affordable and
more available to households around the world.
Companies like Wondertek
Labs predict the technology
will be as common as smartphones in the next few years.
“There will be all sorts of
prototypes in the next five
years that will blow people’s
minds,” Pinzon said. “Virtual reality is going to become
the new internet.”
Festival-goers and community members can step
into the future, even if just
for five minutes, at the Powerhouse this weekend. The
virtual reality exhibit runs
Friday and Saturday from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
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Students celebrate black history through song

SEE GOSPEL PAGE 9
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allenging Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 2

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.

CHALLENGING
6 7 8 4
7 6 3 1
3 2 5 9
5 8 4 6
2 1 7 5
4 3 9 2
9 4 1 8
1 5 6 7
9 2 3

8

5

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

8

9

8 4

9

9
8
1
7
3
6
5
2
4

4

6

3

6

Complete the grid so
that every row, column
and 3x3 box contains the
numbers 1 through 9 with
no repeats.

Sudoku #2
3 1 2 5
4 5 9 2
7 8 6 4
9 2 3 1
6 4 8 9
5 7 1 8
2 3 7 6
8 9 4 3
1 6 5 7

2

7 1

28707

HOW TO PLAY
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1 9
7 3
4 5
9 1
5 2
6 8
8 6
2 4
3 7

6

9

Puzzles by KrazyDad

Rules for driving in New York:
1. Anything done while honking your horn is legal.
2. You may park anywhere if you turn your four-way flashers on.
3. A red light means the next six cars may go through the intersection.
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SUDOKU©

3 5 6
8 4 2
6 1 8
4 7 3
9 6 4
1 2 7
7 3 1
5 8 9
2 9 5

Sudoku #2
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Challenging Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 2

Sudoku #4
8 2 4 7
6 1 5 9
9 7 3 2
2 5 6 8
1 8 7 3
3 4 9 5
5 9 2 4
7 3 1 6
6 8 1

Spring Student
Memberships Available

4

SUDOKU PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY OLE MISS GOLF COURSE
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apply in person at the store 1603 W. Jackson Ave

OPEN LATE

3 8
2 1
6 7
7 3
5 6
4 9
1 5
9 4

(after 90 days of good performance)

7 9
6 5
1 8
9 2
4 3
5 6
8 4
2 1
3 7

50

ORDER ONLINE
WWW.DOMINOS.COM

5

LATE NIGHTS PREFERRED
Part-Time/Full-Time
SIGNING BONUS
$

2

NOW HIRING
ALL POSITIONS

“You learn something new
every day, and it’s not to
make someone feel inferior
to someone else. It’s just to
help someone to realize that
the more you know about
others, the more you can understand them,” Davis said.
Terrius Harris, president of
the University of Mississippi
Black Student Union, said he
reached out to Benson, who
its the director of recruitment
and retention, to highlight
what he was doing through
the BSU’s social media.
“I know that Jarvis has
such a passion for this, and
you can definitely see that
through his singing and the
songs that he chooses to
use,” Harris said.
Harris said the first video brought him to tears and
was a welcome relief to his
8

CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINO’S

PHOTO COURTESY: JARVIZ BENSON

Sudoku #6
4 6 1 5
3 8 7 9
9 2 5 4
6 5 4 8
7 9 2 1
8 1 3 2
2 3 6 7
5 7 8 3
1 4 9 6

When Jarvis Benson and
Leah Davis uploaded a
three-minute video of themselves singing the traditionally African-American hymn
“Precious Lord” in celebration of Black History Month,
they never expected its view
count to reach the thousands
or for its impact to reach so
far across campus.
They just set up a camera
in front of a piano in the music building and sat down to
showcase their musical ancestry. Davis, who said she
had previously uploaded similar videos of herself singing
and playing the piano, said
people have begun to approach her about their online
performance. Even in their
newfound recognition, however, they say it’s important
to remain focused on the history of the songs themselves.

can-American culture.
“Music is really
what carried our
generations before
us,” she said. “It’s
really how we became united as a
people.”
She finds her inspiration in those
who have come before her, including
her father.
“I always
thought, ‘I want
to be like Daddy,’”
Davis said.
Even though she
looked up to him
as an amazing musician, he always
challenged her.
“When I started
Jarvis Benson and Leah Davis
to play the piano,
of who we are.”
he always told me,
The videos have been ex‘I want you to be better
cellent
opportunities for
than daddy,’” Davis said.
Benson
and
Davis to explore
Now, after 12 years of piano
the
history
of
African-Amerplaying, she said he still enican
hymns.
While preparcourages her to reach for more
ing
the
first
post of “Prethrough her collegiate studies.
cious
Lord,”
Benson
learned
Benson also draws inspithat
this
was
Martin
Luther
ration from his elders and
King
Jr.’s
favorite
hymn.
their passion and uncondiHe’s
enjoyed
exploring
the
tional love.
complexities
of
black
histo“They’ve worked their entire lives to build this foun- ry through the project.
“There’s so much more
dation that we can live on.
depth
to blackship,” he said.
It’s so inspiring to know that
“So
much
more than we know.”
you’re related to those peo“We
all
are affected by
ple,” he said.
black
history,”
Davis said.
“Just to see the people
“And
it’s
not
something
that have walked before you
that’s
just
in
the
past;
it’s a
and their wisdom is amazvery
present
thing.”
ing,” Davis said. “So this
The duo said they hope
month, we celebrate–even
these
videos will educate
though we celebrate black
and
encourage
the commuexcellence every day, but
nity
to
learn
and
celebrate
this month is special to look
black
history
beyond
the
back at how far we’ve come
month
of
February.
and just to remind ourselves

1 7 6 9 3
8 6 2 1 5
9 3 7 8 4
4 5 3 2 6
3 2 8 4 9
6 8 1 5 7
7 1 4 3 2
5 4 9 6 1
2 9 5 7 8

olmorgan@go.olemiss.edu

“It’s not about just the
voices or the piano playing,”
Benson, a sophomore from
Grenada, said. “I want the
community to focus on the
stories of these writers and
composers and people that
sang these songs prior to us.”
Benson and Davis, who
are both members of the
University of Mississippi Gospel Choir, got their
start in music through the
church. Benson said he
can’t remember a time when
he wasn’t singing with his
family. The second video in
his month-long series, uploaded Sunday, features his
younger sister harmonizing
with him on “Mary Don’t
You Weep.”
Davis, a freshman premed psychology major, is
also from a musical family.
She’s the daughter of a music minister in a non-denominational church in
Tupelo. Church, Davis said,
is an integral part of Afri-

Sudoku #8
8 4 2 5
9 7 3 4
6 1 5 2
1 9 8 7
7 5 6 1
2 3 4 9
5 8 9 6
3 2 7 8
4 6 1 3

OLIVIA MORGAN
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'Kudzu Zombies’: A locally grown thriller
MCKENNA WIERMAN

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

Mississippi is a mysterious
place. Thick woods and gnarly
beds of kudzu hide all sorts
of secrets in their dark green
leaves. This year at the Oxford Film Festival, the kudzu
in Charleston holds a sinister
presence ... one that hungers for
human flesh.
“Kudzu Zombies,” directed
by Mark Newton, is a story
based in Charleston, where
the kudzu grows wild. The
town locals attempt to control
the vines’ monstrous growth
with an experimental chemical, but something goes horribly wrong. The townspeople
are transformed into zombies, leaving a crop-duster pilot and handful of other survivors to fight for their lives
trying to escape the undead.
The film, which was filmed
locally, is proud of its Mississippi flair and takes care to give
its due respect to the town of
Charleston. Daniel Wood, producer of “Kudzu Zombies,” was
first attracted to Charleston
when working on another film
there three years ago.
“In 2014, I worked on a
film in Charleston, Mississippi, called ‘Texas Heart.’
When I was there, I noticed
these crazy vines growing
everywhere, and it intrigued
me,” Wood said. “I found the
whole town of Charleston as
special, and I wanted to create a story that incorporated
the crazy kudzu along with
this interesting town.”
The town is home to superstar talents Morgan Freeman
and Mose Allison, something
Wood said he thinks makes
Charleston unique.
“When we shot ‘Texas Heart,’
it was such a great experience
working with the town. They
were so great to us; I knew I
wanted to film here again,” he
said. “I wanted to honor the
town by making it part of the
film. With the Grammy Museum opening in Cleveland and
the lack of economic opportunity in a town that once had
the largest lumber company on
the planet and suffered from
the mechanization of farming,
my other motive was to try to
put Charleston on the map and
perhaps drive some tourism to

GOSPEL

continued from page 8
Facebook news feed.
“You see a lot of bad
things on social media, and
a lot of tough conversations
happening on social media,
but when I saw that video,
it really touched my heart,”
he said.
Harris’
response
has
been typical of the commu-

PHOTOS COURTESY: IMDB.COM

the town that is part of the Blues
Trail, not far from Graceland
and on the way to the Grammy
Museum.”
Wood said that as he became
more familiar with Charleston,
he also got to know its residents. One such resident, Justin Stafford, who worked as a
production assistant on “Texas
Heart” and is a co-producer of
“Kudzu Zombies,” gave Wood
the idea to make a zombie film.
“What makes ‘Kudzu Zombies’ stand out is that the story is based in the reality of
Charleston, the kudzu and the
impossible task of controlling
kudzu,” Wood said. “The only
fantastic part is the fact the
town turns into zombies. It has
a fairly large ensemble cast and
we feel an innovative mix of
comedy, horror and stunning
visual effects.”
“Kudzu Zombies” features
more than 160 visual effects,
which the director Mark Newton worked on with his visual effects team. According to
Wood, that is a stunning number of effects for such a small
budget film (~$250,000) and a

demonstration of the value of a
director who is also a visual effects supervisor and artist.
Besides being filmed locally, “Kudzu Zombies” features
a number of Mississippians
in its cast. At the beginning of
summer 2016, a casting call
was sent out all over the state,
encouraging locals to come out
and act as zombie extras for the
film. Some of the larger actors
billed for the film, as well as
many of the crew members, are
also Mississippi natives. Wood
said he wanted locals to participate because he wanted to
accurately represent the town.
“Laura Warner, who did locals casting for ‘Texas Heart,’
did all the casting for ‘Kudzu
Zombies,’” Wood said. “And
she nailed it. Our cast is a great
mix of talent.”
For Wood, filming in Mississippi was a great experience, especially when it came to working with locals.
“I love filming in Mississippi,”
he said. “The people are amazing, seemingly always willing
to help any way they can. I’ve
created some really great rela-

tionships with some wonderful
people, and I’m grateful to Mississippi for that.”
But don’t think that just
because “Kudzu Zombies”
features a cast full of Mississippi char, the film will be just
a glass of sweet tea. Like any
good zombie flick, this film’s
got a bit of bite.
“Michael Joiner–he plays the
mayor of Charleston–his most
notable role was lead in Sony’s
‘The Grace Card,’ a faith-based
film. He has many faith-based
film acting credits. Don’t let
that mislead you: ‘Kudzu Zombies’ has offensive language and
a nipple, lots of violence.”
Another reason Wood filmed
in Mississippi was the film rebate, which he claims should be
a huge incentive for independent film makers.
“The fact that you can qualify for the rebate with spending
as little as $50,000 is a huge
opportunity for independent
filmmakers,” Wood said. “The
rebate is what incentivized me
to hire as many Mississippi locals as I could.”
As an independent filmmak-

er, Wood is familiar with the
challenges that come with producing such a project. One of
the greatest challenges he said
he faced with “Kudzu Zombies”
was finding an audience for the
film.
“I wanted to make a film
where I knew I could reach my
audience, which in this case
seems to come together at comic conventions and horror conventions,” he said. “The film I
made before ‘Texas Heart’ was
‘God’s Country,’ a faith-based
film, and it did well and I attribute that to the narrow audience focus, which I tried to do
with ‘Kudzu Zombies.’”
But Wood has high hopes
film festival-goers will find
something to love about “Kudzu Zombies.”
“I hope that the audience will
find ‘Kudzu Zombies’ a highly
entertaining and unique experience,” he said. “The tone of the
film is a special blend of action,
comedy, horror and drama.
[It’s] a surprisingly big small
film.”

nity, which has celebrated
the video garnering more
than 6,000 views and 100
shares from Benson’s Facebook page.
“I think that’s just the best
part, feeling the love from the
community,” Benson said.
The comments range from
general praise to revelations
of how the songs have personally touched lives.
“My favorite comments
are the ones that say, ‘That

was my grandmother’s
favorite song,’” he said,
pointing out that he most
enjoys seeing how deeply
the hymns are able to connect with people.
“The purpose of it was
not just to show off and say,
‘We’re good singers.’ It’s to
reach people,” Davis said.
Seeing comments like
“this blessed me” and “this
helped me a lot” is evidence
of the spiritual outreach

the duo hoped to use its
gifts for with this project.
Benson, an international
studies student majoring in
Spanish, will be studying
abroad next year, but Davis
said she may take the reins
of the project.
“I would love to keep it going next year,” she said. “I
think it would be awesome.”
Davis said she also hopes
to get a wide variety of people involved in the future of

the project.
“I have had people who
have told me that before
this, ‘I’ve been so afraid to
sing’ or ‘I’ve been afraid to
say something about Black
History Month,’” Davis said.
“And that’s the coolest feeling, to feel like you’ve had a
part in inspiring someone
to use their voice.”
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Ole Miss versus Arkansas: Keys to victory
GRIFFIN NEAL

thedmsports@gmail.com

Without blatantly saying
Saturday evening’s game is the
most important game of the
season, Saturday’s game against
Arkansas is the most important
game of the season. It just is. A
win for Ole Miss would signify
that this is a team that can win
a high-stakes ball game, string
together three SEC wins and
add another notch on its NCAA
Tournament resume.
Arkansas (19-7, 8-5 SEC) is
currently one full game ahead
of Ole Miss in SEC standings,
fresh off an upset victory at No.
21 South Carolina. In addition
to leading the Rebels in SEC
standings, it also holds that elusive fourth spot, which merits a
double bye in the SEC Tournament in a few weeks. Further
bolstering their tournament
pedigree, the Razorbacks are
currently 36th in RPI, almost
30 spots higher than the Rebels.
Understanding
Arkansas’
success, it’s easy to fathom why
this game is so huge for Ole
Miss and its tournament hopes.
Arkansas would be arguably the
best win of the season for Kennedy’s team and a step in the

CLASSIFIEDS
INFORMATION
To place your ad in The Daily
Mississippian Classifieds section, visit:
http://www.thedmonline.com/
classifieds.
The DEADLINE to place, correct
or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one
business day in advance. The Daily
Mississippian is published Monday
through Friday when school is in
session except during the summer
session which is Thursdays.

right direction of some late-season momentum.
A victory in Fayetteville Saturday would mean three in a
row for the Rebs, something
this team hasn’t accomplished
since it defeated Murray State,
Bradley and Southern Alabama
in early December. Three in a
row has a certain ring to it. It
signifies momentum; it signifies
that things are trending upward
for a ball club in dire need of
consistency.
As for the Xs and Os of Saturday night’s game, Ole Miss and
Arkansas match up surprisingly well. Both teams rank 225th
or below nationally in points
allowed, and, conversely, both
are in the top fourth of points
scored, as well. In short, defense
will likely be optional in Saturday night’s contest. Arkansas is
a team that, like the Rebels, can
get hot from three if it wants to.
In its upset victory at South Carolina, it shot 50 percent from
three against a Gamecock team
that ranks No. 1 nationally in
defending the outside shot.
If Arkansas follows the trend
of other SEC foes, it will use
its backside guard to double
Sebastian Saiz’s post touches.
Doubling Saiz on every touch
effectively makes him a nonthreat; the past two opponents
(Auburn and LSU) did so aggressively, forcing him into
bad shots and only 40 percent
shooting.
The Razorbacks almost exclusively play man defense,
something Auburn and LSU
did as well, which allowed gaping holes for guys like Terence
Davis and Deandre Burnett to

slash to the basket. If Ole Miss
can stay focused and fresh on
defense, its offense should propel it to victory.

KEYS TO THE GAME:
1) Bud Walton Arena–
dubbed the “Basketball Palace of Mid America”–is one
of the toughest places to
play in the SEC. In Arkansas’ blowout loss to Vanderbilt last week, the crowd was
largely neutralized because
the Commodores came out
and jumped on them to
start the game. If the Rebels
don’t want to face the roar of
20,000, then come out of the
gate swinging.
2) Ole Miss must get out
and run in transition. Key No.
2 could essentially be a 1B because the transition game can
effectively counteract a noisy
crowd, as well. Ole Miss is
a +14 in fast break points in
its last two contests, largely
fueled by Davis’ incendiary
style of play. Look for the
Rebels to get out and push the
ball against the Razorbacks.
3) Someone not named
Davis or Saiz needs to step
up and have a career game.
Saiz–the bastion of consistency for the Rebels–and
Davis, Ole Miss’ newest budding stars, will contribute
their share. But someone, be
it Burnett, Cullen Neal, Breein Tyree, whoever, needs to
step up and have a statement
game. Neal showed flashes of
heroics against Auburn with

PHOTO BY: CAMERON BROOKS

Cullen Neal drives toward the basket during a game against Baylor earlier this
season. Neal has shown signs of heating up, especially against Auburn with a
20-point performance, and could be a crucial factor in Ole Miss’ hopes of a win
over Arkansas.
20 crucial points, so look for
his potential to get hot early.
As if this team needed
any more motivation, noted
bracketologist Joe Lunardi
has Arkansas slated as an 11
seed in his latest mock bracket. Contrarily, he doesn’t even

have the Rebels in the “Bubble” conversation. A healthy,
NCAA Tournament-hungry
team will emerge from Saturday night’s contest; it’s just a
matter of who wants it more.
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201 BISHOP HALL
662.915.5503
APARTMENT FOR RENT
LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH
townhouse with W/D included. No
pets. 1 year lease. Quiet atmosphere.
Deposit required. Call (662)234-0000
UPSTAIRS KITCHENETTE Bedroom
and bath, with private entrance. Single occupancy. $575 per month plus
$575 deposit. Includes utilities. No
smoking or pets. 662-401-5016

WEEKEND RENTAL
WEEKEND RENTALS Event weekends or any time. Locally owned and
operated, BBB accredited (662)8016692 www.oxfordtownhouse.com

33676
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Opening day preview: Strengths and weaknesses
BRIAN SCOTT RIPPEE
thedmsports@gmail.com

Opening day has arrived for 17-year head coach Mike Bianco and his team. Ole Miss opens the season against 10th-ranked East
Carolina in one of the marquee series of the weekend in the world of college baseball. With the season arriving, let’s take a look
at the strengths and weaknesses of a team that features 28 underclassmen and eight upperclassmen.

STRENGTHS:

WEAKNESSES:

Impact freshmen - It’s been well-documented that Ole Miss reeled in
the nation’s No. 1 recruiting class, and a number of them will make
an impact immediately. From Grae Kessinger at shortstop, to Cooper
Johnson behind the plate, to Thomas Dillard in left field and Cole
Zabowski at first base, there will be freshmen littered across the diamond for
the Rebels from day one. Bianco has praised the group’s business-like attitude
since it’s set foot on campus. There is a ton of depth behind the plate in particular, but Bianco felt Johnson had been the most impressive and thinks he
is well-prepared for the task.
“To this point, Cooper’s shown me defensively he can be a game changer with
his arm and his quick release. There’s times in intrasquads where you just
shake your head, but the other guys are all talented,” Bianco said. “The other
guys, we don’t feel a problem with any of them running out and catching,
especially the last two or three weeks.”

A lefty in the bullpen- We discussed the deep bullpen earlier, but it is
extremely right-hand heavy. Ole Miss only has four left-handed pitchers
on the roster, and one of them is in the rotation. There isn’t a lefty in the
bullpen with experience. Rolison is a freshman left hander who could
find a valuable role late in games if he doesn’t end up in the rotation. But even
with him and fellow freshmen Jackson Tavel and Thomas Spinelli, there aren’t
many left-handed options out of the pen.

1.

2.

A deep bullpen - The bullpen last year was a huge asset for the Rebels
last year and kept the team from coming unglued as it struggled to
find starting pitching. Most of the pen was composed of freshmen like
Andy Pagnoizzi, Dallas Woolfolk, Connor Green and Andrew Lowe, all
of whom return. Now, Ole Miss will add the likes of freshmen Will Ethridge,
Ryan Rolison and Greer Holston, who were in the mix for rotation spots (and
may still end up getting one), t0 an already deep bullpen. Toss in veteran closer Will Stokes, and Bianco will have a plethora of options when he elects to go
to the pen.

3.

Depth in the the field - As mentioned earlier, with the incoming class
filled with freshmen ready to contribute, Ole Miss has stockpiled some
depth in the field, as well. In addition to the starting eight behind
the pitcher, guys like Kyle Watson, D.J. Miller, Michael Fitzsimmons
and Chase Cockrell will all be looking to find a role on this team somewhere.
Watson hit well in the postseason last year and offers a versatile piece off the
bench because of his ability to play infield and outfield. Bianco thinks he is
one of the athletic guys on the team. Cockrell is a power bat whom the Rebels
added by way of junior college, and he will certainly see time at designated
hitter along with catcher Nick Fortes, who will get some time behind the plate,
as well.
This team has many young bats and some versatile pieces, both young and
old, on the bench. The depth at catcher, in particular, is remarkable with Johnson, Fortes and Dillard, who is a catcher by trade but is playing left field because Bianco needs to keep his bat in the lineup somehow.

1.
2.

A true leadoff hitter- Bianco didn’t seem to know who would leadoff for
his team at media day, and it may be the most glaring puzzle that isn’t
yet solved. Will Golsan is an option, but he really isn’t a natural leadoff
man in terms of taking a lot of pitches and finding ways to get on base.
That’s not to say this team doesn’t have speed, but the guys who can run are
more aggressive hitters, most namely Ryan Olenek.
“One thing this team doesn’t have is that prototypical leadoff guy. We don’t
have that Braxton Lee or that Jordan Henry that’s fast and is going to take a lot
of pitches and work the counts; we have a lot of really good hitters,” Bianco said.
“This team will be more physical than last year’s team as far as extra base hits
and home runs, but I think we have that component of running, just not that
leadoff hitter. Most of the guys that run like Blackman, Golsan and Olenek are
very aggressive hitters, as well. I think the leadoff spot is one I’d like to try to
figure out as quickly as possible.”

3.

Experience- Twenty-eight underclassmen and a group of freshmen who
will play from day one doesn’t leave a ton of experience on the field, especially with the Rebels’ ridiculously tough non-conference slate. Sure,
there’s some there with Golsan, Tate Blackman and Colby Bortles, but
it’d be hard to argue that Ole Miss isn’t lacking experience to some degree.

FILE PHOTO

PREDICTIONS:

With the young talent on the roster, there is a high ceiling and a low floor for this team. Dillard, Johnson and Kessinger could take college baseball by storm and be
game-changers from the start. If the starting pitching can hold up and turn games over to a strong bullpen, Ole Miss could easily contend for an SEC title and a national
seed. But it could also fall victim to an often steep learning curve that comes with making the jump from high school to major college baseball.
I think this team drops a few early in the midst of a rigorous nonconference schedule as it tries to find its footing. But eventually the freshmen will figure it out, and once they
do, no one will want to play this team late in the year. I think the Rebels finish somewhere around 16 SEC wins and will be a nightmarish two-seed for whomever’s regional
they fall into, but I wouldn’t be surprised at all if they exceed that mark and host one in Oxford.

advertising
DESIGNERS

NEEDED

• REQUIRED: knowledge of and experience in
InDesign and Photoshop. Illustrator a plus.
• An understanding of the fundamentals of graphic
design and what constitutes good AD design
• Ability to quickly produce effective and attractive
advertising materials following instructions from
staff

Student Media Center

• Attention to detail, high degree of creativity, strong
verbal skills and ability to work independently at
times

Shifts available NOW and for the 2017-2018 school year
Work 2 to 4 hours, Monday-Friday between 10am-4pm

• All SMC student employees must have a minimum
2.0 GPA and be in good standing academically
CSS&SY20175x4

FOR APPLICATION or MORE INFORMATION
email: danovak@olemiss.edu • call: 662.915.5503 • online: www.thedmonline.com/apply/

SPORTS

PAGE 12 | THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 17 FEBRUARY 2017

Veteran East Carolina to test Ole Miss rotation
BRIAN SCOTT RIPPEE
thedmsports@gmail.com

FRIDAY

Ole Miss will go with junior lefty David Parkinson. He filled the second
slot in the rotation last season and
was very good for a team that was
struggling to find starting pitching
at the time. He went 5-3 in nine
starts and posted a 2.78 ERA in the
those starts, in addition to 13 relief
appearances. Parkinson has added
some velocity to his fastball and will
be anywhere from 88 to 93. He’s got
good command of a slider, change
up and breaking ball, as well, and
he takes his four-pitch arsenal right
at hitters. This will be Parkinson’s first
full season as a starter, and he says he
feels more comfortable knowing exactly what he needs to do each time
out. “It’s more focusing on this pitch
and focusing on what I can control
and working on that,” Parkinson said.
“The opponent doesn’t really make a
difference. The process I go [through]
out there on the mound will be the
same for every single team.”

Ole Miss will hit the ground running on Friday as it opens its season against 10th-ranked East Carolina, a veteran group that was on the cusp of
reaching the College World Series a season ago. Mike Bianco announced his rotation at media days on Monday, and the trio will certainly be
tested against a Pirates team that returns the majority of its offense, especially in the heart of the order.

SATURDAY
Filling what used to be Parkinson’s role will be sophomore
right-hander James McArthur,
a guy whom Bianco threw a lot
as starter in the midweek games
last year. He struggled early on
and was rushed back from a nagging injury but found his groove
later in the season and posted a
6-1 record with a 4.26 ERA. He
has the ability to make hitters
swing and miss, fanning 61 batters in 61.1 innings last year. He
will sit in the low 90s with his
fastball and complements it with
a hard slider and a changeup in
the low 80s.
McArthur flirted with the weekend rotation last year and has
enough innings under his belt
to be comfortable on the Saturdays this season.

SUNDAY
Bianco elected to go with experienced Brady Feigl, who was a centerpiece of the Ole Miss bullpen as
a freshman. The sophomore righthander will attempt to fill a void that
troubled the Rebels most of last season as they struggled to find a third
starter. Bianco said on Sunday that
Feigl “may have the best stuff on the
team.” Nothing he throws is straight,
according to Tate Blackman. Feigl’s
got a fast ball in the low- to mid-90s
that has some cut on it, as well as a
hooking slider and good change up.
“He throws his fastball in the low- to
mid-90s, and he has a sweeping
slider, which is just a wipeout-type
of pitch, and he’s really picked up a
great changeup. He’s a smart kid and
a great competitor, and he’s really as
good as anybody we’ve got,” Bianco
said. “He’s got good command, and
he was in the bullpen last year not

because of stamina or any other reason except for he was just new. He
was a freshman coming off surgery,
and he was a guy that we thought
so much of that he was the first guy
out of the bullpen in a regional, a guy
that logged important innings. Even
though he wasn’t a starter for us, he
certainly was a guy that we counted
on a lot.” Feigl is a crafty guy who
could be a tough matchup for teams
on Sunday because of the movement on all his pitches. If he ends
up being strong on the back end of
the rotation, it could propel Ole Miss
to another level. These three will
attempt to go deep into the games
before turning it over to a deep and
versatile bullpen that returns most all
of the arms from a year ago, outside
of Wyatt Short. It also added a host of
talented freshmen like Greer Holston,
Ryan Rolison and Will Ethridge. With
veteran closer Will Stokes on the back
end of the pen, the starters should

feel pretty comfortable when they
exit the game. Overall, East Carolina’s
got an offense with a good bit of pop
and a veteran presence. Catcher Travis
Watkins and first baseman Bryce Harman anchor the middle of its order,
and freshman rightfielder Spencer
Brickhouse adds even more pop to it.
It will be a tough test for the Ole Miss
pitching staff on opening weekend,
as well as a good measuring stick.

GAME DAY TWEET
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“New record for season ticket
holders with more than
6,000 for the 1st time in
history! Thank you #RebelNation!”
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